








FACULTY-STAFF NEWS

VISITING FACULTY

Adam Gross, a principal with the 92-year-old Baltimore
firm Ayers/Saint/Gross, will be the Fay Jones Visit-
ing Professor this fall. Since Gross joined the firm in
1984, they have specialized in design and planning for
nonprofit institutions, with a specific focus on higher
education. Now one of the leaders in that field, Ay-
ers/Saint/Gross is currently working on 40 campuses for
clients such as John Hopkins University Hospital, Rutgers
School of Law and Emory University. “I cannot tell you
how interesting it is, every day,” Gross said in a 2000
interview with Edward Gunts, architecture critic for the
Baltimore Sun. “It’s like town planning, You can do just
about any building under the sun. And every campus is
different. They all have different cultures and different
characters and different levels of leadership.”

Recently the firm has won design awards for the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Rams Head
Center; the U.S. Lacrosse, National Lacrosse Center;
Longwood University, Brook Common Pedestrian Mall;
the Johns Hopkins University, Homewood Campus
Master Plan; and the Arizona State University Compre-
hensive Development Plan. Gross earned his bachelor’s
degree in architecture from Syracuse University. This fall
he and Tahar Messadi will lead a project in South Fayette-
ville for fourth-year students.
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Us. Lacrosse, National Lacrosse Center, Baltimore,
Md. Image courtesy Ayers/Saint/Gross.
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Newseum/ Freedom Foundation Headquarters, Washing-
ton D.C. Photo courtesy Polshek Partnership LLP.

Kate Kulpa will share her expertise on curtain wall con-
struction with School of Architecture students this fall.
Currently a project architect and associate with Polshek
Partnership in New York, Kulpa has designed exterior
envelopes for the William J. Clinton Presidential Center
in Little Rock and the Newseum/Freedom Foundation
Headquarters in Washington, D.C., and managed the
design team for the Pennsylvania State University Dick-
enson Law School in State College, Pa. She previously
worked for R.A. Heintges Architects Consultants, New
York; Venturi Scott Brown and Associates, Philadelphia;
and Ballinger Architects, Philadelphia. She earned a B.S.
in Art/Architecture from Northeastern University and an
M.Arch. from Syracuse University.

IN MEMORY

Richard E. Kellogg, a professor emeritus of architec-
ture who taught at the School of Architecture for 26
years, died July 11, 2007 in Fayetteville. “Dick Kellogg
taught almost every course offered by the school during
his tenure. In particular, he helped several generations of
students master the new computer design technologies
that appeared at that time, ” said Dean Jeff Shannon.

Born June 10, 1930, in Moline, III., Dick Kellogg
earned a Bachelor of Architecture degree at Tulane
University in 1953 and a Master of Science degree in
architecture at Columbia University in 1963. From 1956
to 1970 he taught at the University of Louisiana in La-
fayette, La., also serving as chairman of the architecture
department there. He came to the University of Arkansas
in 1970.
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Murray Smart, a professor emeritus of architecture and
former dean of the School of Architecture, met Kellogg

when they were both students at Tulane University, and
later hired him. Smart said: “Dick loved every compo-
nent of architecture. He was fascinated by technology,
structure, site planning, and form. He thought architec-
ture could contribute to good living, stewardship of the
earth and relating to neighbors — all things that make
our world a better place to live.”

Following his retirement in 1996, Kellogg traveled ex-
tensively, documenting sites around the world with deft
charcoal and watercolor sketches. His work was exhibited
at the School of Architecture last fall.

NEW STAFF

Collin Brunner has joined the community design
center staff, where he provides invaluable administrative
and accounting support. A graduate of Little Rock’s
Central High School, Brunner is pursuing a dual degree
in political science and hospitality management from the
University of Arkansas.

Tracy Cookson’s well-rounded experience in retail,
customer service and higher education have provided ex-
cellent preparation for her new position as administrative
assistant to architecture department head Tim de Noble.
She attended Hendrix College in Conway.

Darla Grantham is the new administrative assistant in
the landscape architecture department. She worked as
a secondary center coordinator and library technician
at Phillips Community College in DeWitt before moving
to northwest Arkansas. She attended the University of
Arkansas at Monticello.

Mark Morgan brings 10 years of computer experience
to his new job as the school’s computer lab supervisor/
specialist. Most recently, he was the computer support
specialist for the UA Computer Store. Morgan is earning
aB.A. degree in geography.
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LECTURE NOTES

Questions for Peter Eisenman

Udo Hesse / akg-images

Peter Eisenman has enjoyed a long career as architectural
theorist, provocateur and practitioner. Since 1980 his New York
Jirm has taken on a broad range of projects encompassing urban
planning, inventive private residences and landmark designs
such as the Wexner Center for the Visual Arts at Ohio State
University and the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe in
Berlin. Eisenman currently teaches at Yale and has taught at
Harvard, Princeton, Cambridge, Ohio State and the University
of Arkansas, where he was the first John G. Williams Visiting
Professor in 1997 — 98. This fall he will retwrn to campus to
discuss what is (and isn’t) new in the profession.

Q: Do you think media interest has changed public
perception of architecture?

I think media interest has changed public perception,
period, whether it’s specifically architecture or not. I
think the way we view our world has been very much
influenced by media. I mean, just take the incapacity that
students have to read, to write letters. You know, they
e-mail, they Facebook, they instant message, they have
avery difficult time with spelling. There’s so many ways
that our society has fallen into a kind of malaise because
of the overwhelming availability and ease of information.

I would agree with you there. How do you feel this has
impacted architecture?

The students, first of all, learn how to do renderings
and drawings that look good for the computer. They’re
more interested in what is called Photoshop, how to
make a drawing look like it’s real rather than interested
in what would be architecture. Most presentations that
I see of students applying to graduate school and other
places where I encounter student portfolios are all about
the latest techniques of animation and Photoshop and
basically have very little to do with what architecture is
really about.

So you like to see a hand-drawn rendering.

I certainly would love to be able to see a hand-drawn
rendering, yes. There’s something about hand drawing
that I require from my students; it’s like writing a letter,
you know, as opposed to typing it or e-mailing it or what
have you.

I love the hand drawn work myself — you see people
thinking on paper.
Absolutely!

LECTURE NOTES

Jeff Shannon mentioned that you’re going to discuss
some of the new trends in architecture; could you talk
about that?

I'was going to try and talk about where I thought archi-
tecture was today. Basically, talk about the whole concept
of late styles coming from a book by Edward Said which
I’'m very fond of, where he talks about how we’re not in
anew era — and everybody wants everything to be new
— but rather we’re at the end of an old era, and how one
deals with the end of an old era, rather than trying to be
new and avant-garde.

So, old era - what are some of the styles that you would
describe as culminating or wrapping up?

Well first of all, now you’re asking me to give my lec-
ture, and I haven’t even sat down to write it; I'm going to
write it over the summer.

Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe, Berlin. Photo by
Roland Halbe.
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Okay, how about this: what do you feel is the most
significant issue that architects are addressing now?

I think urban housing issues are still a big problem
that architects certainly are not being asked to address.
It’s not just disaster like New Orleans, . . . there are cities
all over the southwest that look like bombed out cities
because they’re parking lots and empty lots where people
have moved out of the cities. How do we inhabit high
density? That’s still a pressing problem for the West.
Certainly Europeans know how to live in cities; they don’t
live in shopping malls.

Can you think of any cities in the U. S. that have got it
right?

I couldn’t answer that question because that’s not my
area of expertise. We're not a country of cities to start
with. We’re a country of countryside, wonderful country-
side. Our cities have never been places where culture was

really important, where urban design and the fabric of
the city were important. Chicago is probably one of the
great American cities because it was able to do both, to
have a grid and have a series of buildings that populated
that grid that were very important to the fabric of every-

rdinsSTodiu, Glendale, Ariz. Photo by Roland Halbe.

Is there a project type that you’d like to do, but haven’t
yet? You’ve done such a wide range of work.

I’d still like to build a high-rise building, even though
I’'m not certain I have any new ideas about them. I think
a prison would be an interesting building type to do ...
We’re maybe doing an aquarium; I think that’s an inter-
esting project. I think there’s a great deal of difference
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Lobby, Wexner Center for the Visual Arts, Columbus, Ohio.
Photo courtesy Eisenman Architects.

between people in an aquarium and people in a museum,
that’s the kind of problem that I'm interested in.

There’s that barrier that you have to contend with in an
aquarium.

Also, keeping these animals alive — you can’t lose your
exhibits. The care and feeding of these guys is really
important.

Final question: do you have any advice for our stu-
dents?

I do have a lot of advice for students because I teach. I
think that not enough students think of their education
as a way to have a better and fuller life rather than to get
a better job. I think that the top ten percent, whether
they’re in Arkansas or Kansas or Yale, they’re the same.
The trouble is, the state university is not set up to take
care of that top ten percent; that’s not what they’re there
for. So, the top ten percent have to struggle on their own
to receive what the top ten percent at a private institution
would get, in other words, an opening toward thinking
about things beyond getting a job. So I try to tell stu-
dents, “Hey guys, realize that you're as good as anywhere,
but you’ve got to climb out on your own, because the
institution is not there for you, nor should it necessarily
be there for you.” That’s a tough thing to have kids un-
derstand. There are kids that do make it out, and they’re
wonderful.

Peter Eisenman will present a series of lectures titled “Close
Reading on a Media Culture.” The first lecture will take place
at 7:30 p.m. on September 17 in Giffels Auditorium; the sec-
ond and third lectures will occur at 12:30 p.m. on September
18"-19" in the Arkansas Union Theater.
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